ESE Responses- Module 7
Response to Mazal Behar
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello Mazal, great discussion post. The community needs to recognize people with disabilities and provide them with leisure opportunities and programs that increase their participation and equips them with essential skills. My home town is Fort Lauderdale, and one of the community programs that have been in the frontline engaging persons with disabilities at the community level is the Center for Independent Living (South Florida Family Life, 2019). This program offers peer engagement and referral opportunities for persons with disabilities to become self-sufficient and live independently. The activities under this program include participation in workshops, conferences for training, field trips, and opportunities for leadership.
Reference
South Florida Family Life. (2019). Broward Special Needs Resources & Activities Guide 2019. Retrieved from https://southfloridafamilylife.com/article/broward-special-needs-resources-and-activities-guide-2019/
Response to Carolyn Smith
Hello Carolyn, I support you in your discussion. The All-Star Buddy Summer Camp is one of the agencies that have been leading in engaging persons with disabilities at the community level (South Florida Family Life, 2019). The leisure activities provided by this agency include sporting activities, which are essential in increasing social interactions among persons with disabilities and promoting both mental and physical development.   The agency also provides people, especially children and youth aged 6 to 24, with physical and visual therapies. Generally, children and youth with disabilities need to be engaged in various programs to improve their self-esteem and develop independent living skills. 
Reference
South Florida Family Life. (2019). Broward Special Needs Resources & Activities Guide 2019. Retrieved from https://southfloridafamilylife.com/article/broward-special-needs-resources-and-activities-guide-2019/
Response to Mazal Behar
Hello Mazal, I concur with you in your discussion. I was also inspired by Kerry's perseverance and persistence in his journey to gain his speaking ability. Initially, Kerry states that he could not tell the people around him that he cared for and loved them, and he could not explain his basic needs. Kerry went through various interventions for him to start speaking effectively. For example, Kerry states that he was taken to different physicians and therapists. In addition, he states that he went through rigorous physical, occupational as well as speech therapies, and he had IEP meetings, in-house appointments with therapists, and appointments with doctors, and this he did for 15 years (TEDx Talks, 2016). I think this was quite encouraging to me.
Reference
TEDx Talks. (2016). What happens to children with autism when they become adults? | Kerry Magro | TEDxMorristown. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtgGzKRHT-Y
Response to Carolyn Smith
Hello Carolyn, I agree with you that advocating for students and their parents by providing them with information that will assist them when needed is one of the ways, we as special educators, can advocate for students with disabilities and their families. The provision of information, such as some of the available services and programs like speech, physical, and occupational therapies for this group of people, creates awareness (Goldman et al., 2017). Building on your discussion, we can liaise with the management of our schools as well as the department of education at the state level to ensure that the students and their families have access to any available special education program and services. 
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